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Evelyn Eaton. Restless Are The Sails. Harpers, 1941. 348 p. $2.5 


Evelyn iaton's Restless Are The Sails is a novel based on the siege 
and capture of Touisbourg by the New Englanders under Warren and 
Pepperell in 1745. Tne scene is laid mostly in Acacia with brief 
portions in New England and Paris. 


The story opens six years after Pal de KMorpain had been captured by 

| the English, when they destroyed his father's fishing ketch, and 
given to the spinster Moody sisters as a servant, We is requisition’: 

| in 1774 by their brother, Sanuel Moody, militant, fanatical Puritan 

pastor, for a trip to Boston where the Assembly votes an expedition 

against Louisbours,. 


/With the help of Randy, scion of knglish nobility who had been kid- 
|napped in childhood and indentured to William Pepperell of Boston, 

| Paul escapes in a sailboat to carry the news to his home in Lovis- 
|bourg. The boat is wrecked in a storm off Cape Sable and Paul barcly 
imanages to carry a half-dying Randy to shore, There they stumble 
}upon San, convent-educated, superbly beautiful Indian girl, dis- 

} satisfied with Indian life and wanting a white husbanc, They both 
Fattempt to take Randy to Louisbourg by tobnggan but their journcy is 

| interrupted by a party of semi-christianizcd French Indians, uncer 

| the command of l1'Abbe le Loutre, equally as fanatical as Samuel Moody, 
| The priest forces Paul, against his wili thovgh tcmpted by San's 

| passionate beeuty, into a semi-pagan hedre-marriage with San, 

| Attacked by a party of Iroquois the Abbe cscapes in one direction, 
Paul and San in anothor., San is struck by a poisoned arrow and Paul, 
Batter carrying her to a nearby settlement, leaves in haste to war 

Louisbourg, 


Arriving at Louisbourg his wernings arc unhoeced, defenses are 
Bneglocted, and, eftcr a few months the enemy appcars and besieges the 
stom, In the meantime Paul has rescucd his sister from a self- 
Sacrificing marriage, merricd her to « sailor and hinsclf cngages in 
£2 liaison with the governor's iistress, During the sicge he holds 
Bséveral military posts and contrives to fall in love with Anne du 
SChambon, the govcrnor's daughter. As he prepares to marry her after 


the fall of Louisbourg, San reappears and claims him as her husbands. 


Paul manages to steal an armed siip fromthe harbor and taking San, 
who latcr bears him a son, with an Indian crew supplicd by le Loutre 
engages in successful piracy for a ycar,. Accidently ranmed by a 
French warship during a storm the vessel is sunk with all on boara’ 
but Paul wio after various vicissitudes is carried to France wherc, 
with the help of Madame de Pompadour, he finds and marries Anne. 


It is somewhat difficult to tale a definite attitude with regard to 
this book, It contains several objectionable features but each so 
minor as to be scarcely worth mentioning. On the positive side it 
has little to recommend it other than as an adventure story. In 
general it should be pcrmissible for adults but it is not strongly 
recommended. 


LITERARY FELLO.SUIP 


Mary King. Quincie Bolliver. MHoughton-Mifflin, 1941. 423 p. $2.50 


Mary King's Quincie Bolliver deals with people several levels above 
those in Grapes of Wrath but manages to maintain much the same type 
of fatalistic hopelessness and ends with the same unsolved nroblems, 
Much of Steinbeck's brutal realism is absent and little of te 
creative artistry of his writing is seen. However parts of the book 
are very well written disrplayins fluency and aptness of phrase some- 
wnat beyond the ordinary. The book is burdened with a great deal of 
morbid . introversion, esnicially on Quincie's »nart which tends to 
detract from the naturalness of her character, 


The entire book deals with the teen age life of Quincie Bolliver, 

. Gaughter of Curtin Bolliver, wanderlust-driven mulesltinner. The 
story opens with eleven year old Quincie and her father hitch-hiking 
into Good Union, Texas, orce a gusher field but now slowly and 
steadily dezenerating into a pumper. The two manage to hang on at 
Judith Paradise's boarding house until Curtin secures work. They 
then live in a house of their own for a short time but Curtin soon 
marries Judith and once again the main characters are gathered at the 
boarding house, 


Among the more noteworthy characters are Clay end Fern Pollock, who 
are continually quarrelling and whose two sons are burned to death 
through Fern's negligence, Nat Patch, old and wise in the ways of oil 
fields, using, hair dye to hold a job and constantly fumbling for the 
why of things, anc Tip liorgan, farmer turned laborer in the oil-. 
ficlds. At one point Fern and Tip run away torether thus setting the 
scene for one of the high points of the book when Clay anc Tip fight 
in the midst of a blazing oil-field fire. 


As Quincie grows into young womanhood her entire environment under- 
goes progressive deterioration. The oil-field gradually plevs out, 
friends move away, Curtin tires of Judith and turns to the town 
prostitute, Judith's attempts to find oil on her lanc fail, the 
boarding house is no longer e success and Ellic, Judith's Caushter, 
dies from an attempted abortion, 


Throughout all this Quincie has srovwm into her first love affair with 
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Tyson, the company geologist, and the consequent disillusionment 
wnen he is stolen by Ellie. For a while she assuages herself with a 
grocer's clerk but finally at eighteen falls in love with and marries 
Tip Morgan. In search of security and permanency Quincie attempts to 
persuade Tip to settle down to farming his cwn lune but Tip, now a 
driller, has oil in his blood ane will not fersalze his chosen work. 
Quincie, faced with the !mowledge that the rest of ner life will be 
notiing but a series of temporary homes in one o31 field after an- 
other, almost deserts Tip but, realizing tiect her love can stand evc 
that bitter prospect, she makes up her mind to remain vith him as the 
story cnds. 


Trere is occasional profane and vulgar lancveze wich, together with 
the general tenor or the whole’ story, mskcs the took suiteblic for 
acalis only. 


ficrriet MeDoual Daniels. Penn, 1941. 412 p. $2.5 


Nine Mile Swanip. 


Nine Mile Swamp is an historical novel super about ae pioneer fram.ly 
tr one 6f America’s pioncer rackets, the fine «rt of horse-stecalinz 
as exemplified by the Loomis family of peter! New York durinzs the 
Civil War period. They not only the gentle art of 
percheron pilfcring but were also exnorts in passing counterfeits, 

a practice which flourished in the carlicr deys of our renublic. In 
spite of this not the common ¢riminal type and, aithoush 
continuclly under sispicion, sincec nothing could be legally proven, 
they retaincd a of re ‘spectability throuvnout the community. 
Their farm incluced portions or an almost irmpnssebls swamp in whosc 
secret mendows horses were kept until they could be sold in scfecty. 


The mein story, however, deals with the life of Amos Plum Loomis, 

one of the younger brothers and the only completely honest member of 
he family. During his youth Amos is ignorant or family activitics 
and when Ne does Ciscover the true stric of affairs attempts to turn 
the family to a more honest course. Still his love for matriarchesl 
Rhode and wild Cornelia, his mother enc sister, ond his blind atisec’ - 
ment to Wash, the cldest brother end the brains of the outfit, to- 
gcthcr with his tender years entangle him somcwhat in tic Parnily 
affairs, In his latertccons Amos falls in love with Sareh Jane Whit- 
ford ana this finally cetcrmines him to break dcrinitcly with dis- 
honesty in spite of the futish of fanily lovyelty. 


In the meantime part of the countryside had decided to take the law 
into its own hands end drive thc Loomniscs away. In the first attempt 
Wash is killed and his !:illcr gocs free. Cox rnclia ena Grove Loomis, 


eanother brothcr, begin a retalic .tory campaign of srson and other 
| damage, This was answorcd b? a sccond roid, aie ‘connivance of the 
local law, in which the Loonis farn was ravascd and Anos, irnocent 


though he was, torturcd and almost hanged. He is savea by John Whi 
ford, Sarah's father, and as the book ends Amos enc Sarah lock aa 
ward to new life, 


The gencral moral tone of the book is good in that cvil is ultinmatcly 
punished. There is howcver a slisht tendency to be sympathctic to 
lawlessness and for this reason the book is recormcended for adult 
readers only. 
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Archie Binns, Northwest Gateways Doubleday, Doran, 1941. 504 p. 
00 


lorthwest Gateway is in every sense of the word a biography since 
in it kr. Binns not only traces tie life of Seattie from its 
nioneer swaddlin;s, clothes but in the process brings the very 
pirit of the city to life. In general he coes this by telling 
the stories of the men who built the city and stillfully weaving 
them into a composite whole. His utilization of the mare, the 
stallion anc MaGam Darmable to typify the spirit of Seattle is one 
of the cleverest this reviewer has ever seen. In acdition the 
porridge is saltec with a typically American humor, achieved with 
a sort of Bunyanesque understatement, which ties in well with the 
history of the Northwest. 


The book opens with a description of Seattle's harbor waters and 

a historical acccunt of their discovery, then rollows through 

with an account or its settling in 1351 by the Dennys, tne Terrys, 
Dr. Maynard, tIenry Yesler ana Tom iiercer. Several chapters are 
then Gevotcd to Chief Seattle anc Indian affairs culminating in 
the comic opera Battle of Seattle whose repercussions in the 
territorial militia were more severe than the battle itself. Then 
follov in order the story of how Seattle stole the State University 
its prcsicent's cxpedition to the Bast for marriageable females, 
the struggle with the Northern Pacific railroac, tie anti-Chinese 
riots, the firc of 1569 anc finelly its part in the Yukon cold- 
rush 


One serious fault is that the book deals mostly with Scattle's 
history before the turn of the century. The past forty ycars sre 
covered in fourteen pages which is no coverage at all. The story 
of lumbcr is very sketchy and skimped while the story of labor is 
simply omitted. Otherwise the bool is one of the most humorously 
worthwhile of the ear. It is highly rccormended for all classes 
of rcadcers. 


William L. Shirer. Berlin Diary. kKnopr, 1941. 605 $35.00 


Berlin Diary is a smoothly written, well integrated persoral record 
or a& newspaper-radio correspondent's seven years in Lurope and 
Germany (Jan. 11, 1954-Dec. 15, 1940). Most of the major facts are 
already known or suspected. Amons the revelations and conclusions 
differing from those of the ovdinary newspaner accounts are thet 
"Prance did not fight" (p.434 f".), that the morale of the Gernan 
troops is very high(p.441ff.), that British reports on their air 
raids over German territory are vcry unreliable and the damage 
caused rather slight (p.464-5; 500; 573); thet the Germans are 
adopting a "mercy-killing" program applied to mental defectives 
(p.512, 569) and that the Cermans probably cestroyed the Louvain 
library (p.355-60; 452). 


The emphasis is almost entirely upon political and military 
developments. Tle religious situction, either relating to the 
Catholic or Confessional Churches, is alnost completely isnored, 
€.5., there is no mention of Pope Pius xAI's encyclical Mit 
orenncncer Sorge issucd on ifarch 17, 1937. On p. 58 arc two 
anecaotes that rcad as follows: 
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Berlin, March 8, 1956--Dosch-Ffleurot had an intcresting story 
tonight from the Riineland, wherc he's been watching the 
German occupation. He reports that Catholic priests met the 
German troops at the Rhine bridscs:‘and conferred blessings 

on them. In Cologne Cathedral Cardinal Schultc, he savs, 
praised Hitler for "scncing back our army." Quickly for- 
sotten is the Nazi persccut..on of the church. 


He records some prejudice against Franco (p.162) and belicvcs 
that the anti-Russian policy of the Allies wes a shnort-sishtcad 
policy. 


Despite its failure to present a completc account of religious, 
caucational and economic aspects of Gormany under the Third Reich, 
Pcrlin Diary is an outsteancing record that dcserves a wide circu- 
Tation among all types of readers, 


For readcrs who want a fully documented account of religious 
aspccts we rcecormcnd The Persccution of the Catholic Church in the 
Third Reich. Facts anc Documents translatcda from the Gorman. 


(Longmans, Grecn, 1940} 


Kate O'Brien. The Land of Spices. Doubleday, Doran, 1941. 3518 7 
62.50 
yo ed 


Against an Irish background is told a story of liother lary Helen 
Archer, English-born, European-bred superior of a religious house 
anc head of the convent school. Hiss O'Bricn's interpretation 
of a religzio’s cheracter is well done. Mother Mary Hclen is 
disciplined ana conscientious which often gives her religious 
companions and the students tic fecling she is cold ane aloof. 

Her contacts with Anna Murphy through twelve years of the liattcr's 
life at the school scrve to bring forward incidents that show nor 
warmth anc intcrest in humanity. This is a cclicatc, subtle 

novel that should be cnjoyed by all. 
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